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BOOK   own side of the House, Ministers only escaped by a majority
...   vv   , of 28. Chamberlain did not intervene. His four hours' speech on
1884-85. faQ Shipping Bill was pending. Dilke excelled in solidity and
tact.

The division would have been narrower still but for Harting-
ton's pledge that while enquiry into the subject of an expedition
was necessary, the country would c 'grudge no sacrifice to save
the life and honour of General Gordon".

At home this appeared to close the first phase of the Gordon
controversy. But in the very week following, on May 26, the
Mahdists stormed Berber, junction of the Nile and Red Sea
routes and key of the country. Gordon in March had urged its
occupation. Another of the garrisons for which we had made
a besieged and unrelieved Governor-General responsible was
put to the sword. Massacre lasted two days.1 It would now
be a far more formidable enterprise to reach Gordon by either
of the routes through Berber. But the definite news of its fall
did not reach London until a month later, towards the end of
June. The position now was that, short of a reconquest of the
Sudan contemplated by no one, Gordon's mission outside
Khartoum was hopeless; the prospect, there, for himself and his
people desperate; while the Cabinet chaffered and dawdled.
Gladstone for his part awaited the last moment of proved
necessity. Such proofs in military matters are apt to come too
late for saving preparation.

We must turn our attention for a while to intervening aspects
of Chamberlain's career as connected with Egypt.

A disturbance of friendship just at this phase gives us a more
human insight into the heart of our man.
Eemember again that Chamberlain at the very moment when
the question of Zebehr was most acute tendered his resignation
on the Shipping Bill and for some time afterwards was fighting
for his political life. He never was more raw in his mood and un-
like his earlier and his later self. At this of all times when he most
needed friendship, he was painfully at variance with Morley.
1 Wingate, p. 121.